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What does the word "Jewish" refer to?
Is Judaism a race, a religion or a nationality?
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- one of the oldest monotheistic religions

Judaism
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founded over 3500 years ago in the Middle East.
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To be Jewish, one needs to
have been born to a Jewish
mother or to convert.

Jewish boys singing at Synagogue - Melbourne, 1969 -
NAA: A1200, L83905 barcode 11413709
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Ashkenazi Jews -
originated in Eastern Europe.

Sephardic Jews -
originated from Portugal,

Spain, the Middle East and
8 Northern Africa.

Portuighese Syiagogie in Amsrerdam, 1675

Ashkenazi Jews of 19th century Eastern
Europe — Jewish Art naa.gov.au I
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Mizrahi Jews

Refugee Jews from Kurdistan in Tehran, 1950.
Magnes Collection of Jewish Art, University of California, Berkeley



Beta Israel / Ethiopian Jews




There has been a Jewish presence In
Australia since the first fleet in 1788.

THE FIRST FLEET
ENTERING PORT JACKSON, JANUARY 26, 1788,

Natic gov.au

Colour lithograph drawn in 1888. Creator: E. Le Bihan



They arrived at Sydney Cove on 26 January 1788

 Esther Abrahams
 Rosetta Abrahams
 Henry Abrams
 Daniel Daniells

« John Harris
 Frances Hart

« David Jacobs

« Amelia Levy

« Joseph Levy

« Sarah Burdo
 Aaron Davis

e Sarah Davis

« John Jacobs

« Thomas Josephs
« Joseph Tuso

Images: State Library of NSW
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Convict 'first lady'

Esther Abrahams
(Image: State Library of NSW)

National Archives of Australia naa.gov.au




Esther Abrahams and George Johnston — would have
seven children and become wealthy.

¥ 3

Annandale House in Sydney, built by Esther

Abrahams and George Johnston. (artist JC Hoyte
1835-1913) (courtesy The State Library of NSW)

George Johnston 1810, artist Robert Dighton
(courtesy The State Library of NSW) — I



Convict Transportation: 1788 — 1853
151,000 convicts (800-1000 Jews)
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The East End of London — centre of Jewish life in United Kingdom.

National Archives of Australia Artist Gustave Dore naa.gov.au
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First recorded act of Jewish observance in Australia |

#: was the formation of a burial society in 1817 in Sydney L/
~ / to ritually prepare bodies for burial.
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The Devonshire Street Cemetery served as the main burial
ground from 1832 to 1860 for the Sydney Jewish Community.

Hv/
""'--h."/gl $38]




Michael Napthali - Convict - age 29 arr. on 'Glory' 1818
sentenced to 7 years for stealing 100 glass lights.
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ichael Napthali was
uried Devonshire Street
emetery and moved
ookwood

Source: Sydney Eye blog



Jewish Burial Society = Chevra Kadisha
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Jewish congregations were established:

1837 — Sydney — first synagogue established
1841 - Melbourne — congregation founded
1841 - Sydney - York Street Synagogue built
1845 - Hobart — Synagogue built

1850 - Adelaide — Synagogue built

1865 - Brisbane — congregation founded

1886 - Brisbane — Synagogue consecrated.
1887 — Fremantle - congregation founded
1897 - Perth — Synagogue opened
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Built 1845 - The oldest synagogue still in use in Australia
— Home of the Hobart Hebrew Congregation (started in 1842)
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DEDICATED
TO THE MEMORY OF
JOSEPH SOLOMON Ese¢
o DIED ON SATURDAY I6™JUNE. 5654 - 1894
BEQUEATHING THE SUM OF ONE THOUSAND POUNDS
TO THE FUNDS OF THIS CONCRECATION OF WHICH
HE FILLED THE OFFICE OF
PRESIDENT FOR MANY YEARS.
“ MAY HIS SOUL REST IN PEACE.”




1901 - First Australian Parliament includes four Jews

1. Isaac Isaacs s
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NLA: Federation Conference Album

NAA: A1200, L8925



Vaiben Louis Solomon

Almanac/directory maker
Federation Advocate
Goldminer

Local government councillor
Member of House of
Representatives

Mining investor

Newspaper editor
Newspaper owner

Premier of South Australia

National Library of Australia



Elias Solomon (2 Sept
1839 — 23 May 1909)
was an Australian
politician based in
Fremantle.




Pharez Phillips




1881 - Czar Alexander 2nd was assassmated IN Ru33|a
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The assassination of Alexander Il of Russia in 1881
(Heritage Images/Getty Images)

National Archives of Australia naa.gov.au I
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Pogrom - a Russian word meaning “to wreak havoc, to demolish violently.”

After the Pogrom," Maurycy Minkowski, 1910. (Jewish Museum)




The Kishinev pogrom — April 1903

PERSECUTION OF TRE JEWS

A —— e e
FURTHER OUTRAGES AT KISHINEV.

LONDON, April 26.
Reports of shocking outrages come to |
hand from Kishinev, a town in Russis
some 30 miles from the Roumanian bor- |
der. Ak

The mob wrecked the Jewish houses,
and sacked their stores and shops.

They also attacked the Jews them-
selvea, shooting some of them down and

The Russian Jews.

MABSSACRE IN BESSARABIA.
LONDON, Mav I7.

Nows {a o hand of & cruel megsscce of
Juws al Kichinev, the uvap'tsl of Begawrabia,
& provinoe in Southern Ruassia,

Prior to tho outbroak the Goversor of
Bessarsbia was waroed by s confidential
deapatch that preparations wero being made
for an attack on the Jows, and direoted
him to vontribots to stopping the disorders
by sdmaonitions addressscl to the popalace
without uoy recourse to arme. It waa also
suggeeted that it was undesirable to resort
Lo Loo savere measdres of repression,

It io atated that the Kichinev newa-
pspers inflamed the populace, acousivg the
Jown of having sommitiod murders for the
purpasa of ocarrying out ritualistio cere-
monlea.

The Vice.Governor, who uole aa pross
consor, when his Witeation was direoted to
thosa alandors, declived Lo (nserfere with
the papors that paoblished them, while the
Governor sssared a deputation of Juws who
waited oa him that thoy had pothing to
Toar,

Notwithstandiog thin saoregcs a nias-
more followed, the police, it In stated,
hounding on the rintom,

Intenss indigoation was fell by Lhe
Habrows in New York on recelpt of news of
the outbreak, sod the appeal for & relief
fund hat  been warmly endorsed by
christians,

A tnwn lands sale will ha balfil =8 tha 1
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STOP YOUR CRUEL OPPRESSION OF THE JEWS.

Roosxviar (i dhe caar)—* Now that you bave joace without, why nt remove his burdes and bave jeace within yooe boeders i



Jewish refugees fleeing pogroms in Russia and Poland
began to arrive in Australia.

Images: State Library of
Queensland, NARA, Jewish
Archives

National Archives of Australia naa.gov.au I
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As Jewish refugees began to arrive in Australia - the
Anglo-Jewish establishment was very concerned.

Jewish refugees at port of Liverpool, 1882



Russia — 1897 - Simcha Baevski (second from right)
seated between hls parents Glna and IsraeI

Source: Trove, NLA



Simcha Baevski Myer
arrived on 18t Aug 1899

NAA: A712, 1902/P9718
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Source: Museum of Australia.
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10 July 1914 -
Advertisement for the
opening of the Myer
Emporium, Argus NLA

pleasure in announcing that the Opening of our New Premises takes place today. . The store
stands ready in all its bright perfection—the vast volume of merchandise has been gathered and
de—f  brought together, and the Sections, existing and new, are'now stocked to repletion. To-day
WEW 4t Myer's will be a Gala Day, to which we cordially invite all. '

- 314-320
Bourke Street
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1920 - Sidney Myer's marriage to Merlyn Baillieu




Merlyn Baillieu Myer with her four children




Sidney Myer died in 1934 at the age of 56
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Source: Museum of Australia.



Kenneth Baillieu Myer
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Naturalisation of Louis I\/Ionasch from Prussia
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John Monash - Australian engineer and soldier, commander of
Australian forces during World War |, knighted in 1918.
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1881-1914 — Jewish migration to the
United States of American = 2.5 million

i

Children arrive at Ellis Island — National Archives USA




COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

Department of External Affairs.

FILE OF PAPERS.,

| 4%

. e
SUBJECT: C/W %\ O@m/r\/ N

NAA: Al, 1916/10708, Barcode34455



Letter from the Brisbane Hebrew Congregation

1

_ Brisbane mbrew gongregation. 3

P.F. E.C.

SYNAGOGUE CHAMBERS,
MARGARET STREET,

Loirk, 13th. April, 1916.

Hon., J. Mahon,
Minister for External Affairs,

MELBOURNE . ;

Dear Sir,

I notice that & movement is on foot in England and also g
America amongst some of the wealthy Jewish claasses to endeavour to i
get suitable lands in verious parts of the world for the settlement =
of Russian refugee Jews in America, Canada, South Africa and Anstralig‘;”
has also teen mentioned.As one interested in the future welfare of 1
these persecuted people, I have taken up the matter with the Minister
for Lands in this State, and am informed thet the Queensland Govern= ,;
ment are prepared to offer refugee Russian and Polish Jews the same H
opportunity for settlement in this State as is offered to other
Allies. This being so, I would like to know from you whether the _jﬁ
Federal Government would welcome these people into Australia,without
putting unnecessary obstacles in the way in the language tests, ete.

There are hundreds of thousands of acres of waste land in
Australia that are suitable for all classes of agricultural pursuits,
and which might well be filled with people of the agricultural class,

such as are suffering owing to the present unfortunate European war .

I believe that if assistance is given to those whb.ate

'2/0/ 4

- ’
13/4 /16,

Hon. J. Mehon.

interesting themselves in England and America that very probably
they will appoint a commission to visit the various parts of the
world with a view of settling these people on the land, and I
think they would te a veluable asset to our country, not alone
from the productive point of view, but also from a defence point
of view.

May I ask the favor of your giving this matter your
kind considerstion, and letting me have an early reply, as it is
my wish to bring the matter prominently before the Jewish people
of Australis, and of the 0ld Country.

Yours faithfully,

President.




Response to say that Russian and Polish Jews
would be admitted without restriction...

T

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.

No. 16/10708.

ORA -

With regard to the question raised by the
President of the Brisbane Hebrew Congregation ag to
whether refugee Russian and Polish Jews would be ad-
mitted to Australia without restriction, it is the
usual practice to admit persons of pure European race
cr descent?t;;; are in sound health, without requiring
them to pass the dictation test. |

Can we give an assurance that no departure

will be made in the case of the immigrants mentioned?

aA

b~
28/4/1916.



1917 - Balfour Declaration

PALESTINE FOR THE
-JEWS.

OFFICIAL SYMPATHY.

Mr. Balfour has sent the following letter to
Lord Rothschild in regard to the establishment
of a national home in Palestino for the Jewish
people :—

I have much pleasure in conveying to you,
on behalf of his Majesty’s Government, the
following declaration of sympathy with Jowish
Zionist aspirations which has been submitted
to and approved by the Cabinet :—

His Majesty's Government view with
favour the establishment in Palestine of g
national home for the Jewish people, and will
use their best endeavours to facilitate the
achievement of this object, it being clearly
understood that nothing shall be done whic
may prejudice the civil and religious rights
of existing non-Jewish communities in Pales.
tine, or the rights and political status enjoyed
by Jews in any other country.

I should be grateful if You would bring this
declaration to the knowledge of the Zionist
Federation.
it v —————e———

National Archives of Australia naa.gov.au I
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Foreign Office,
November 2nd, 1917.

Dear Lord Rothschild,

I have much pleasure in conveying to you, on
behalf of His Majesty's Government, the following
declaration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspirations
which has been submitted to, and approved by, the Cabinet

'His Majesty's Government view with favour the
establishment in Palestine of a national home for the
Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to
facilitate the achievement of this obJect, it being
clearly understood that nothing shall be done which
may prejudice the civil and religious rights of
existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the
rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any
other country'

1 should be grateful 1f you would bring this
declaration to the knowledge of the Zionist Federation.

1.5



1920 - San Remo conference

Granting the right under international law for Jews to settle

Palestine.

Syria (French
Mandate}

Syria (French
Mancale)

Palestine
(British Mandate)

British Mandate

(given to Abdullah
ibn Hussein from
e Hejz in Arabia)

Saudi Arabia Saudi Arabia

 Area Separatad and Closad
to Jewish Setiernent - 1921

B Ares Ceded to Syria - 1923

RED SEA
o Area Remaining for
Jewizh Natioral Home

Area Allocated for Jewish Nationel Home Grant Britain's Division of tha Mandeted Ares, 1521-1923
San Remo Confarence, 1920 {first partiion of Paleatine)

jewishnetwork.com




1919 — After the First World War — Australian Jews are British Jews
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1920s - Polish and Russian Jews arrived in Australia

Jakob SMIECHOWSKI - Polish —
arr. Brisbane 7 July 1924
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NAA: BP313/1, SMIECHOWSKI, Dwojra arrived
Brisbane 7 July 1924.
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Form EW®

Joseph Briner — Arrived in Brisbane on

17t March 1915 — naturalised in 1921.

Referred to in P: h 1 of d Applicati

1. Name in full.
(Write clearly.)

L‘ JOSKEPH. BRINE]

do solemnly and sincerely declare that

1. My name is...Jo8eph nriner

2. My place of residence is atKing.Strect, East nprishane

in the State of . .queensland

3. My occupation is a.Jeweller in which capacity
2, Name and
address of
employer.
Queen..Street,.Brishane

Streaet Brishans. at
¥

for a period of Five Yeurs. andcsix . months

4. 1 was born on the in the

day of....April

3. Name of eity year..1892 , at®

town, or locality.

in the!..County. of Hrerson,

Odessa

artment, in the country of  Russia

i, Ttalian
or as the case
may be.

5. My nationality is® Russian

The nationality of my father was® Russian
His full name was Moses Rriner

The nationality of my mother prior to her marriage was® Russian

6. I arrived in Australia from Harbin, Manchuria
& on the- . .17tx dev of March in the year 1915
6. Name of ship.  per the "Alder and disembarked at the

port of Brisbane

ate places and BErisbane the

* periods in each.

7. Since my arrival in Australia I have resided ut?

winle..of. the. Lime

8. I have not been away from the Commonwealth of Australia at any

time during the last twelve months.

9. After leaving the country of Russia and before
& Stats aknli coming to Australia, I resided in the following countries for the periods stated *
country and

period;iyeaph darbin,.-Nanchuria.for.ten. years B

Casir,

I am at present and have been employed by? Messrs,..Swift.Limited .Queen

tate whether 10. T am”® Married

wried or % 3

imarried, and if

wried full My wile’s full name is...Zina Brinsc

me, age, and
sidence of wife.

She was born atn. .Kerch-Russia

Her age is 26 ...years. She resides at King.gtreet.mast.  Rrishane
=
10. State number, § 11. I have' .three children. Their names, ages, birthplaces, and
3
* . o
= residence are as follow:—
3
£ | .Phillip Briner,. 6.years.of age,. horn.Rast.Rrishane
3
Rivva. . /Briner.3.years.of. age,.born.Bast.nrisbane

o+
g

nrishane..all-the

ary.Reinery..ll.weeks. .of..age,. vorn. Eas

|.children..are.residing.at.-King. Street, Rrishane

12. I have not been naturalized in any other country.

(Nore.—If the Applicant has been naturalized in any other country this statement should be
amended accordingly, and partieulars of such naturalization furnished.

11 State town and 13. I was registered as an alien in'.South.Brisbane, Queecnsland.

State.

(Certificate No. .. 82 )

ate namo of 14. I intend to settle permanently in’* Australia... -
sountry.
15. 1 have not obtained or applied for permission from the Government

13. ;I‘hle country of of. . Russia to retain my nationality as a subject of
which applicant is

a subject at the

time of making

I do not intend to apply for such permission, and I shall not
his declaration. :

that country.

avail myself of any such permission should it be granted to me by any law

of . RuSS1E

And T make this solemn declaration by virtue of the Statutory Declarations

Aet 1911, conscientiously believing the statements contained therein to be true

in every particular.

Declared at

the......o uﬁr—d

day of July 1921

f g,/&/(/(t‘s J.P.

It is particularly requested that the writing, especially of the names of persons and places, be plain and legible.

Brishane

Before me,

NOTE.—Any person who wilfully makes a false statement in a Statutory Declaration is
guilty of an indictable offence, and is liable to imprisonment with or without hard
labour for four years.




Joseph Briner — Russian Jew

.. Very industrious person of good
character.... Arrived in Brisbane on 17t
March 1915 — naturalised in 1921.




1921 - Australia was made aware of the plight of Jewish refugees from Eastern
Europe

National Archives of Australia

NAA: A434, 1949/3/%

-
= DECODE OF CABLEG%] /%

83V >

FROM..High Commissioner's 0ffice. To. .. Rrime Minister's Depa....
DATE RECEIVED......20%h May. 1921. ... . DATE SENT...A9%h May 1921.. . . . .

"6085 - Secretary of stete for Colonies forwards
memorandum submitted by deputation from Joint FPoreign Committee
of Jewish Board of Deputies and Anglo-Jewish Association, asking
facilities for emigration to Dominions of Jewish refugees from
Bastern Kurope.

Memorandum shows that for some time past there has been
panic stricken exodus of Jews from Ukraine into Poland and
adjacent countries. They are fligitives from an indescribable
aparchy and carnage.

Also during last few weeks Anti-Bolghevik Jews from
Russia have been entering Poland in large numbers.

Estimated at present 40,000 refugees in Poland and
number being daily augmented.

Polish Goverment are stopping further influx and have

notified Jewish Coumunity that unless refugees can be emigrated -

westward within 3 months they will be expelled across Bastern
Frontier.

Joint Committee desires save refugees from being
thrust back into starvation and further POgTOmS.

They are arranging emigration to South America and
other countries and intend having situation reviewed by Geneva
Conference August.

They hope that British Zuminions will help by accepting
some of these emigrants.
Jewish Organisations named will organige the nece ssary

machinery andi bear cost sheltering, transporting, receiviang and
settling emigrants.

Secretary of state for Colonies desires views of
Australian Government on matter."

The Secretary,
Home & Territories Department.

Referred for favor of comment. Copy has

been sent to Immigration 0ffice.

Acting Seclatary.

21/5/21.



It was decided not to give any encouragement of their

coming to Australia

NAA: A434,1949/3/3196




Commonwealth Government

JEPARTMENT.

. - 400/56/
regrets inability to co-operate. \BLEGRAM.
FROM. Prime Minister's lept. Tto High Commissioner's Office.
DATE RECEIVED oo . DATE SENT....28% June 1921 ,

"Referring to your telegram 19th May, 6085; immigration
of Jewish refugees. Immediate requirements of Commonwealth bei ng
met by immigration ex-service meghhose passages paid by British
Government, in addition to large number of British immigrants wh ich
are being nominated by reiatives and friends here. Immigration
of refugee Jews would involve exclusion of some of these British

emigrants. Commonwealth Goverment therefore regrets inability

to co-oOperate.”

The Secretary,
Home & Territories Dept.
Referred for information. This message was sent
at the instance of the Immigration Office.

Acting Secretary.
2/6/21.



1925 - Advice from the British
Passport offlce in Warsaw

roached recently by several Jewish
me to give them particulars with
regara To immigratvion xegulations to Australia.

I gave them &s much infomation as I could but there are
several points which I would like to consult you about.

Up to the present time the immigration of Jews from
Poland to Australis has been quite insignificent. But from the
conversation with the representatives of the above Societies
I gathered that they interd to start this immigration on a
 larger scale. You are no doubt aware that the Polish Jew \ y
cannot be considered a ‘desirable type of emigrant and I presume /l
that the Australian Govt. wonld strongly object to & large
numbcr of these emigrants arriving as settlers.

According to the present regulations it is quite easy
for a Polish Jew to obtain a pvermit from Australias House,
Iondon, a8 the only conditions required are that the applicant
should be in good health and in possession of £40 landing
money. According to your S.5458 dated July 18th, 1925, a
special quota has been fixed for emigrants to Australia from
certain European countries..

The Polish Jews come under the category of Poles who
are not mentioned in the above quota. As a rule the Jewish
emigrants only speak Polish and Yiddish and very few of them
ere agriculturists or skilled labourers.

Perhape you would consider it advisable to spprozch the
Australian Govt. on this matter and ask them to define the
following questions:-

l. What is to be the maximum number of visas to Jewis
emigrants per month;

2. What must be the necessary qualifications;

3. Is it necessary for the emigrants to have & working
knowledge of the Inglish language.



Australia would accept small numbers and people who could pay and meet
all the requirements.

Mecro dororpaguueckoii Kaprouki.

Place pour la photographie.

WpESRRp—
A S

macnq\dlo'r rpaguieckoli KapToUuKi

11 coOCTBOY il moAnucH ylocToBepieTesl.

B‘(otn;rmphie et signature est assurée.

ARCADIEFF, Lidia (or
ARKADIEFF) - arrived =+
Brisbane 9 June 1928

ke Comissaire des Affaires © ' - |

Btrangeres de Kharbine:

DIATLOFF, M A - Russian -
arrived Townsville 10
February 1924



PRIDANTSEFF, Praskovia M - Russian -
arrived Brisbane 7 September 1926
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Hkticreurenens wa tpu mbesana
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1930 — Great Depression Australia imposed a landing fee of
£500 for aliens arriving.

1932 — Jewish population in Australia declined to 23,000.

Rabbi F L Cohen

National Archives of Australia naa.gov.au I
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1934 — Jewish leaders pressured the Government to
reduce the landing money to £50

1936 — Australian Jewish Welfare Society formed
to coordinate migration processes.

Australian Jewish Weltare Society

MACCABEAN HALL

GeN‘E‘c S.ECRETARY: 146 DARL'NGHURST ROAD
F. S‘ILVERMAN SYDNEY
FS:GZ. Cable and Telegraphic Address: Phones: FL 5384

SYWELFSOCY," Syidney, FL 5186



The Evian Conference - 6-15 July 1938
Seeking a solution for the Jewish refugee problem

-
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The English representative Lord Winterton delivering a speech at the
Evian Conference in 1938 - Ullstein bild / Getty Images
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CGovernment of the Commonwsalth of Australis has considered
vervy earnestly the sxtent to which 1t ean in coneert

~ Dec 1938 - Government announces that it will
5 admit 15,000 refugees over three years. 8

TOCSAVEe & PrOpuUrvivil VL LUYDES UU UL cXpavriavea i1n
reletion to their capacity to assimilate them. In
recognizing this obligation and after careful examination
of the position, the Commonwealth Governmsnt has decided
that Australia should assist to the extent of receiving
ap to 15,000 refugees over a term of three ysars. In
arriving at the figure of 15,000 over a period of three
years the Government has been influenced by the necessity
thet existing standards of living should not be disturbed
and of reconciling with the interests of refugees the
interest of Australia's present population and the people
of British race who desire to establish themselves in
Australis. The Government will approve only the admission
of thoses classes whose entry into Australia would not
disturb existing labour conditions. Special consideration
will be given to individuals who have the capital and

the experience necessary for establishing and developing
industries not already adecuately catered for. Although
the refugee problem is one guite apart from the general
question of immigrstion in that it desls with a specifie
guestion of amelioration of conditions of ovpressed
people, 2t the same time it is essential that it should

be considered in relstion to the general cuestion of

immigration as far as the Commonwealth Government is
Felotelci-heial-1: BN Mhae OAnavarnmont hoae Scernddet thanafarna An



1939 — September - World War Il starts most
Immigration ceases.

1940 - Last of 8,586 Jewish refugees enter Australia
under AJWS sponsorship 1938-40.

1“
" g . ’&

Government . ¢ Halt Unrestrzctecl Jewzsh Influx

PUBLIC ALARM OVER INVASION

EACH SHIP that

has reached Syd-

ney lately has

§| brought its con-

4§ tingent of re-
fugees,

IN PALESTINE, Jows sra wrorkin, slde, Purt
are flock ng (u lhe clllu.

o
KAWL

NatiorRRes Sl A o ey A creumg pubhc alarm concerning the tidal in-
‘ ‘ 1 fiy refugees into Australia. Fleeing from AWE WANT




1939 - Dr Isaac Steinberg of
the Freeland League visits
Australia.

Proposal for settling Jewish
refugees in the Kimberley
region of Western Australia.

National Archives of Australia naa.gov.au I
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Dr Isaac Steinberg — In Western Australia

Image: The Estate of Elizabeth Durack/www.elizabethdurack.com
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Earlier land settlement schemes for Jewish families:

1905 — Jewish agricultural colony North Queensland
1913 — Russian Jewish families in the Goulburn Valley, Victoria
1920 — Russian Jewish families at Berwick, Victoria
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Chalutzim at Work—Jewish Immigrants picking fruit on Mr. Gorr’s orchard at Shepparton.



Earlier land settlement schemes for Jewish families:

1930 — Austrian Jewish refugees (800) for South Australia
1930 — Jewish refugees for Papua New Guinea

1930 — Jewish settlement Melville Island

1935 — Jewish farming commune — Port Stephens

1941 - Jewish settlement for South West Tasmania

DEPARTMENT COF THE INTERIOR.
EH

NoO.

Jewish land settlement scheme for South Australia.

Mr. Victor H. Ryan, Director of Immigration, South
Australia, called today and discussed with me a proposal which had
been submitted to his Government for a group settlement of Jews in
South Australia. He indicated that this proposal is at present under
consideration by his Government, but that the Premier had asked that
whilst in Canberra he obtain the views of this Department.

2 I advised Mr. Ryan that various proposals for.group.
settlement of Jews had been made to the Commonwealth,but that they had
not been viewed favourably. I added that if the matter were submitted

R I R s e O TR AR ! JNA N e i R e dA At 3 AN



Vision of Critchley Parker Jr - ‘It is at Port Davey that
| hope the Jewish settlement will start’
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" Unpromised Land — Jewish settlement in Australia
— Kimberely Scheme
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A Jewish
Settlement in Australia

By S. STEDMAN (Sydney)

On behalf of the Friends of a
Jewish Settlement in Kimberley

DOES AUSTRALIA NEED MORE POPULATION ?

This is the one question upon which there is no division of opinion.
People of all classes and of all political parties agree that this Common-
weaith must have a steady and ever-widening stream of immigrants and
settlers entering Australia,

To expand her industries, to increase her home market, to develop her
agriculture; in a word, to take her rightful place among the nations of
the world, and particularly in the Pacific, Australia must fill her empty
spaces. In order to grow strong, great and prosperous, this Commonwealth
needs more people. But Australia cannot depend upon her natural increase
to populate this vast country. To substantiate this statement we quote
from the speeches of Australian statesmen:—

On the 28th March, 1938, the then Prime Minister, the late Mr. Lyons,
stated: “In 1927 our population was increasing at the rate of 125 thousand
per year; 80 thousand from natural increase, 45 thousand from migration.
In 1938, the natural increase fell to 51 thousand and mizration to under
10 thousand.”

Mr. B. S. B. Stevens. 1n his newly published book, “Plannine for War



- ————

Australians

and

Jewish Settlement in the
Kimbetrleys

[A Collection of Articles from the Australian Press]

L Our Opportunity

A HOME FOR REFUGEES

(By WALTER MURDOCH)

Germany is blowing her brains out. She is steadily pur-
suing the suicidal policy of driving out the best intellects of
the country. That the policy is suicidal | do most firmly be-
lieve; in the long run, a land that puts military efficiency,
or industrial efficiency, above the higher forms of intelli-
gence will find that she has slain her own soul; and it is the
soul that keeps the body alive. In these days of confusion
and bewilderment and the impotent drifting of the nations,
it becomes ever more and more evident that our supreme



Dr Isaac Steinberg and his assistants inspect potential
settlement sites along the Ord River.

Image: The Estate of Elizabeth Durack/www.elizabethdurack.com



1939 - Isaac Steinberg, Elizabeth & Kim Durack at Buchanan's Crossing.
Steinberg’s enthusiasm would sow the seed for the Ord River scheme.

National Archives of Australia naa.gov.au I



July 1944 — Australia would not allow group Jewish settlement,

Prime Minister John Curtin officially announced that the
Australian Constitution did not permit this.

NO COMMUNITY
SETTLEMENT

Kimbéﬁ@é Not
for Jews

ANBERRA, sunday.—A re-
co(x}mnendation by tt}e interde-
partmental committée assisting
the Government on migration
that a Jewish settlement be es-

in the Kimberley area
g%bw?s%dAustmna was rejected by‘,
the Commonwealth Governnalel?
because of its olicy of avoiding

community sett ements NAA: B741, V/4901 Barcode 408893

his reason it is not ex-
...,?&r.a tiha_r. the GGovernment wil}
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1940 - The Dunera affair

\MCT\)R\A
COMMONW!ALTH OF AUSTRALIA

National Security (Aliens Gontrol) Regulations

.
Form "of - Applic
(For Alien |
This form is to be filled up (
triplicate, and the Alien is to attent
the member of the Police Force in
usual place of abode, and, in his
impression of his finger prints o by

Name (in full) ROSENBAUM, I;;
Nationality Austrian
Birthplace _ &(/(CJJ(L
Place of abode 110« 4, I

Place of business (if any) __

()ccupauon Manufacty
Op ..ical Ini

Date of entry into Australia N e/ oL By
Name of Ship "Dunera'

Port of Debarkation Sydney

PERSONAL DESCRIPTION
R ? in. Colour of eyes
Colour of hair....... dish......Build__ Broad

Votable marks

REMARKS—

inger prints— Date of Application __25/2/44
impression, to_be uirec, 10
sremee ot ‘Rtens Regiscration Oméer.

s e
(This space for office use only.)
Certificate issued—No. 849
Date. Lo 25/2/4

Remarks \5.\"

“Truth” & “Sportsman’

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTR
National Security (Aliens Conrrol)

Form of Application for

(For Alien Resident in Austra

This form is to be filled up (except as to signa
triplicate, and the Alien is to attend in person, with
the member of the Police Force in charge of the Pc
usual place of abode, and, in his presence, sign the
impression of his finger prints to be taken if required

Name (in full) _ SCHLAL oritz.

(Surname 1o be underlined.)

Nationality AUSTRIAN

Date of birth /7 /7&’ (/7,; r)
/// 20/ 58

ﬂi‘ ), .2 7’ /
Occupation MW‘ i aaied | strike out the term that does not appiy.s

Birthplace }{omxfé7

Place of abode _ o b Internment Camp. Tatura

Place of business (if any) _

ngle
Date of entry into Australia 26.8.140.
Name of Ship "Dunera’

Port of Debarkation _Sydney

PERSONAL DESCRIPTION

eight 6 Colour of eyes grey.

wur of hair....Dark _Bui . Slender

able marks_

AEMARKS—

Finger prints— Date of Application
Tmpression, to be made & required.
presence of Allens Registratior. Ofer

Usual signature of alien £
To be signed In presence of Registration Ofeer.|

(This space Yor office use only.)
Certificate issued—No. e

Date 25,2

Remarks

“Truth” & “Sportsman”

a.gov.au




1~ | SEQURITY SERVICE
Umsu:n.../. & A f

\ioTAnda
COMMON)

itional Securit)

m of Appl

- (For Alig

mm is to be filled uj

nd the Alien is to at
i of the Police Force
usua of abode, and, in 1
impressi f his finger prints o

ZUCKERMAN

Ee55231.
Name (in full) =

9
2214
) / (7/"' 7 Nationality Sex Males. ..

//‘ /
< Birthplace e N . o . Date of birth..--*e2e:

No 4 Internment Camp Tatura Vic. 3

Place of abode _

Place of business (if any)

Occupation Leather Merchant. :ilu;:l{lul b imtrike out the term tnat does not
..... gle

26484404

Date of entry into Australia
Name of Ship "Dunera".
Port of Debarkation

PiSONAL DESCRIPTION
Height .5 .. I in. ‘olour

Colour of eyes

Colour of hair.. Dk Brown Build . Teaimn'......

Notable marks__Wears horn rimmed glassess

Apprehended -
REMARKS— Received -

;:;r%’clznplxni::\: it i Date of Application 12 SEP 194L
Usual \lunuurg of alncn% '/[ J wu*‘ )?ﬂ_

esence of Aliens Registration Ofmce
be signed in presence of Registration Oticar)

(Thus space for office use only.)

E.L099

Certificate issued—No. _

Date

Remarks

’T‘a uura Intemment vamn.

~Bolice Station

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.
National Security (Aliens Control) Regulations.

Form of Application for Registration. o S e
(For Alien resident in Australia.) ik %

This form is to be filled in (except as to signature and finger print) in triplicate, and thc alien Is to
attend in person, with the triplicate forms, before the member of the Police Force in charge of the Police
Station nearest to his usual place of abode, and in his presence to sign the application and to allow an
impression of his finger print to be taken if required.

Name (inful) . BESRENDISOHN Jelobe

(Surname to be undﬂlu:ed.)

Nationality Goruan Sex _Mdle
__Date of birth 19e81900s R —

Place of abode

Place of business- (if any) 2o R e S —
Occupation  Mepchemts Mamed Strike out the term that does not apply.
Date of entry into Australia 5@;“‘0-
Name of ship Dumera Port of debarkation 4
PERSONAL DESCRIPTION: Height® __ ft. 8 in.  Colour of eyes__.
Colour of hair_ DeFk(Grey) Byid

Notable marks . .
Remarks:
Date of Application

Certifcate iypusdr-No. - E 3¢ /12 REMARKS:

Date

Qh Lo F

(s.py of Aliens untuhu Officer,)
HAY LidT] T CAM

(Police S

(Impression to be + Registration Officer.)
(LEFT HAND) (RIGHT HAND)

R

J V‘(U‘n}?inatu;e of Alien.)

(To be signed in presence of Aliens Registration Officer.)
Sgaao T. B Tawsaxr, Acvive Govr. Panvres.




24 Feb 1942 — Sinking of the MV Struma - carrying
nearly 800 Jewish refugees from Axis-allied
Romania to Mandatory Palestine.

MURDER!

SIR HAROLD MAC MICHAEL
Known as High Commissioner for Palestine

WANTED for MURDER

OF 800 REFUGEES DROWNED IN THE
BLACK SEA ON THE BOAT ,STRUMA




Australians first became
aware of the Holocaust
during World War Il following
the announcement, made by
Prime Minister John Curtin on
17 Nov. 1942.



http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=11132323

1945 Arthur Calwell becomes Minister for Immigration in
the Chifley government.
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Provisions for admission
of Jews on humanitarian

grounds

medical
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CANBEERRA., A.C.T.

WHITE ALIEN IMMIGRATICN.

Special arrangement with the  1¢ is esirea to intorn you that wnaer a spectar

with the Executive Council of Australian Jewry the
c . approved of Landing Permits being issued to certain
EXECUtIVE COU nC|I Of ves of Jewish residents of Austrelia. Relatives
he arrangement inglude paren?s (wherever they are
2 21t children and (if married) their wives and
AUStra“an Jewry indparents, brothers and sisters, uncles, aunts,
“_ ____2es, first cousins and fiancees provided that they
are of Jewish faith and that during the war years of Europe they

(a) were in concentration or forced labour
f camps ;

(b) were deported from their usual place of
‘ residence;

(¢) carried on a clandestine existence in
cccupied Europe.

{

) The arrangement covers Jews in Shanghai,
Manila and the Far Eastern areas, provided they were in
concentration camps, etc. Conditions (&), { and (ec)
do not apply in the case of parents.

/ In these cases applicants sre required to mske
! their applicetions through the Executive Council of Australian
! Jewry which, if it supports them, submits the applications to
/ this Department for approval and the issue of Landing Permits.
e It will be noted that wives snd minor children do not come
L_zithin the errancement.

It is suggested that your Inspectors be informed
of the sbovementioned arrangement so that when they receive
enquiries covering the admission of persons of Jewish faith who
come within the categories covered by the arrangement the persons
inguiring mey be advised to get in touch with the Executive
Council of Australian Jewry or its local representative. The
addresses of representatives in the various States are;-

NAA: A367, C307/5I

New South Wales: The General Secretary,
Australign Jewish Welfare Society,
146 Darlinghurst Road,

SYDNEY .
Victoria: The President,

Executive Council for Australian Jewry,



‘Populate or perish!’

20,000,000 AUSTRALIANS
N OUR TIME!

Statement of Immigration Policy by the
Minister for Immigration,
the Hon. Arthur A. Calwell, MHR.,
to the House of Representatives,
September 8, 1949




1945-1954 = 17,768 Jewish refugees enter Australia

NAA: A445, 235/3/5 - Evacuation of White Russians, Jews and Other
Refugees from Shanghai.



July 1947 - Australian High Commissioner — Major
General Fuhrmann — prevents Jewish refugees from
China going to Australia.

A young Jewish refugee and her Chinese
girlfriends in Shanghai WWII

Jewish refugees take a rickshaw for

a ride in Shanghai WWII.
E— T La

Images: Shanghai Jewish Refugees Museum.



European refugees in Shanghai

NAA: A4144, 258/1945 Page 19 of 27



Declaration of the Establishment of the State of Israel
14t May 1948 - David Ben-Gurion declaring independence beneath a
large portrait of Theodor Herzl, founder of modern Zionism

3 5 | 15 vy
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The Australian Government officially recognized the state of
Israel in May 1949 — the first country to do so.

e

Dr Hebert Vere Evatt presided
over the vote which admitted
Israel to the UN.



1949 — Jewish refugees
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{‘ INCOMING PASSENGER CARD (SURFACE VESSELS

NOTE.—THE INFORMATION GIVEN HEREON IS REQUIRED UNDER THE
\ OF THE IMMIGRATION ACT AND REGULATIONS.
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10. If Naturalized—Place o Date -
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14. Class Travelled (Ist, 2nd, or 3rd) 3
15. Port of Disembarkation sﬁth
16. Conjugal Condition (Married, Widowed, Single, Divorced) .Ma. med
17. Racial Origin (European, Asiatic, African, Polynesmn) fwr‘?beam
18. Proposed Length of Stay in Australia ... uMé"é
19. Purpose of Stay ;&me“&‘f "ﬂx%@“f— NAA: B78, 1956/WESTER C

| 20. Does Passenger Hold Authority to Enter Australia for an Unlimited Period

Chaim Wester
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NOTE.—THE INFORMATION GIVEN HEREON IS REQUIRED UNDER THE AUTHORITY
OF THE IMMIGRATION ACT AND REGULATIONS.
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of Residence (Yes or No)? ... y €A
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21. Whether Passage Money Provided— B78, 1956/WESTER CL
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. /&

Immigration Act 1901-1940, N R R

R ' ‘7"5 = .‘-__‘\_.:,:'} :
APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION OF RELATIVE 0
FRIEND TO AUSTRALIA.

person. In the case of a married man who
children under sixteen years of age, their

(NOTE.—A separate form should be used for each
will be accompanied by his wife and
names may be included on this form.)

THE SECRETARY,

=

Bsang

X.We, the Austrelian Jewich Welfare Society, Queenslend Division
(. i o o AREsRsh el s on 5
50/%°
of ... 41 Lindon Street,. DuLTon. Park, BILSPENE. ..l
i) (Full posta! address.) P
- ( %)
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Gyula and Sarolta Deri - NAA: J25, 1951/517

Immigration A’clu&l 901-1940.

APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION OF RELATIVE OR
FRIEND TO AUSTRALIA.

(NOTE.—A separate form should be used for each person. In the case of a married man who
will be accompanied by his wife and children under sixteen years of age, their
names may be included on this form.)

COMMONWEALTH MIGRATION OFFICE

THGHMONWEALTH MIGRATION OFFICE el
- Departvent BRIBBANE TION, s
CANBERRA.
K. Ve, The Austrelisp Jewish Welfare Society,. Queensianc.Division....
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State whether " Mr.”, “Mrs, “Miss™ ot | Birthplace (State whether
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Hungary | simee—+349 techutelnn
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Ludwig (Lale) Sokolov
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Jews In Queensland — Brisbane Synagogue
built in 1886

— T @}

National Archives of Austions
National Archives of Australia naa.gov.au I



http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=11894038

The Deshon Street Synagogue at South Brisbane was
Brisbane’s second congregation

ﬂfﬂ/ﬂm l”l“””“””m””]”“"

fll” L

Photo: http //WWW jewishqgld.com/Home/jewish-queensland/history)

National Archives of Australia naa.gov.au




J EWIS H I.l F E I N Limited Edition, 300 + page, historical
text and picture book written by

Q U E E N S LA N D historian Jennifer Creese.

Published by Queensland Jewish

Board of Deputies. Supported by

Pelerman Holdings and G.James
Glass & Aluminum.

https://jewishqld.com/about-queensland/limited-edition-jewish-life-in-gld-celebrating-150-years/



2016 Census -
91,022 Australians who identified as Jewish

Australian Jews, or Jewish Australians, are Jews who are
Australian citizens or permanent residents of Australia.

NAA: A12111 1/1964/13/1 .

AA

A12111, 2/198



http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=7478274
http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=7478703

National Archives of
Australia = naa.gov.au

You can search the
collection on line..
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Change to acceptad payment methods In reading rooms. [Read Mors]

Dispoeal freeze lasued for recorda In retstion to the Royal Commizelon into Misconduct In the Banking, Superannuation and Financlal
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The disposal fraeze on records requirad for the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Chikd Saxual Abuge remaine in force panding the
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Search our extraordinary colection — find your Find Information and recorde management Come 10 our evants, from pubiic 13Iks %0
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