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1770 – Captain Cook claimed only the east coast. 
1788 – Captain Phillip claimed all land to 135°E  

Source: National Library of Australia  - NLA 
Source: www.foundingdocs.gov.au 



The current Northern Territory - part of New South Wales from 1825 to 1862 



Failed attempts at white settlement – Northern Territory 

2. Fort Dundas 

3. Fort Wellington, Raffles Bay  4. Victoria 

5. Escape Cliffs 
(Palmerston) 

Darwin 

1. Port Essington 

Source:  NT Library 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiOmpakndDRAhWHTrwKHUctDWEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.surfresearch.com.au/1837_dUrville_Astrolabe_Zelee.html&bvm=bv.144686652,bs.2,d.dGo&psig=AFQjCNGefzs2Ae_yt06p2EYdHlG2Bpf8rw&ust=1484982901409852


Establishing  Palmerston at Port Darwin 

Images:  State Library of South Australia 
(SLSA) 



1869 - George Woodroofe Goyder’s Survey Party  

Image:  State Library of South Australia 



Sept. 1870 - Planting the first telegraph pole, 
near Palmerston. 

NAA: A1200, L26072 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjG3rWj1PzRAhXJKZQKHfT5AIsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.pastmasters.net/overland-telegraph-amp-undersea-cables.html&psig=AFQjCNHq9GThOD6vb9QvmVZyBShCMXn7ww&ust=1486511287469719


1891 – Palmerston  

Images:  NT Library & NAA 

http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=7802042


NAA: F108, 
Volume 1 

1891 - South Australian Census 
of the Northern Territory 



1900-1901  
Most South Australians had enough of their Northern Territory 
and they wanted to get rid of it and the debt. 

South Australian Railway – Palmerston to Pine Creek Images: NAA & NT Library 



SA – Northern Territory 
Surrender Act 1907 

https://www.foundingdocs.gov.au 



Transfer of the Northern Territory 
was illegal according to Section 123 
of the Australian Constitution. 

Image:  Wordpress 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj6pOLp78zbAhXBE5QKHZb2DTAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.treloars.com/browse?field_book_subj_value%3D[[:<:]]SA[[:>:]]%26page%3D4&psig=AOvVaw1IybdNP7of2agSuJom_AJU&ust=1528849876981138


Northern Territory Acceptance Act 1910 (Cth) 

NAA: A1559/1, 1910/20 



Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1910 (Cth) 

https://www.foundingdocs.gov.au 



Australian Commonwealth Government agreed to 
pay South Australia: 

£3,931,086 - Land/debts 

£2,239,462 - Railway  

£6,170,548  

Andrew Fisher 
NAA: M1406, 1 

Alfred Deakin 
NAA: A1200, L11179A 

http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=4087588


2nd January 1911 - Raising the flag in Palmerston to celebrate the 

transfer of the Territory to the Commonwealth. 

Courtesy Northern Territory Library, PH0298/0014 



3 March 1911 – Palmerston was renamed Darwin 



NAA: A6128, NTR113 



First Commonwealth Minister responsible for the Northern Territory 

Image: National Library of Australia 



From 1911… Territorians were the only 
Australians to lose their right to vote… 

NAA: A406, E1911/5839 



NAA: A406, E1911/5839 



1922 - Harold George Nelson first member for the Northern 
Territory in the Australian House of Representatives 

‘Every grievance voiced by 

the people of the Northern 

Territory sounds like a foghorn 

in this Parliament’ – statement 

made by Senator P.J. Lynch 1930 

Image: National Library of Australia 



NAA: A1, 1912/2991 

1911 - Territory's non-Aboriginal population was 3,271 



1911 - The Aboriginal population was 
estimated from 30,000 to  50,000. 

NAA: A1, 1912/2991 



1911 - Darwin itself was a 

ramshackle town 

NAA: A1, 1912/2991 



Cavenagh Street - Darwin's Chinatown  

Images: NAA 

http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=4171688


Establishment of the first Commonwealth administration 

'Camp of Larrakeeya natives, Darwin 1911'. Taken by Sir Baldwin Spencer 
 – SLSA B-72667-10 



1911 -  Aboriginals Ordinance (Commonwealth) 
The Chief Protector could take any Aboriginal person into custody. 

E.C. Stirling sits in a smart buggy at Knuckey's lagoon - SLSA 



Samuel James Mitchell - Government 

Resident of the Northern Territory 

The Residency  - Judge Samuel James 
Mitchell near the flagpole, with jabiru 
and cat on the lawn - Images: SLSA 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Samuel_James_Mitchell_2.jpeg


The Residency to Government House  

Images: NAA 



1912 - Dr.  John Gilruth, Administrator of 
the Northern Territory and family.  

Images: NLA 



1912 – Commonwealth Parliamentary Party to report on the 
Northern Territory. 

Images: NLA 



1912 - The Minister for External Affairs Josiah Thomas, 

Sir Walter Barttlot & Dr. Gilruth [left to right] 



1914 - Premises in Darwin condemned by the Public Health 
Board -  Chinese hovels.  

NAA: A3, NT1915/1028  



1914 -  Vestey Brothers built a meat processing works 
 at Bullocky Point, Darwin. 

Image:  Northern Territory Library 



Image:  Northern Territory Library 



1917 – The Northern Territory Railway reached Katherine 

on route to Alice Springs. 

Image: NT Library 

Images: NLA 



17 Dec 1918 - The Darwin Rebellion  

Image: NT Library 



Darwin Rebellion - was the culmination of unrest in the 
Australian Workers' Union  1911-1919. 

Image: NT Library 



Senator George Pearce - Minister for Home &  Territories  
1921-1926, responsible for NT. 

NAA: A5954, 1299/2 photo 7 



Dividing the Territory -  1926–31 

NAA: F20, 1 Page 43 



PM Bruce  – recommended 
Sir George Buchanan to 
undertake a number of 
studies and to report back to 
the Government.  



NAA: A1, 1926/14696 Page 48 

Sir George Buchanan Report on the Development & Administration of N.T. 



NAA: A1, 1926/14696 Page 49 



NAA: A1, 1926/14696 Page 47 of 49 

Sir George Buchanan’s Report  



NAA: F20, 59 PART 1 Page 223 of 451 

Under the North Australian Act 1926 -
- Territory was split at 20° S and then  
administered in two separate parts. 

North Australia 

Central Australia 



NAA: F20, 59 PART 1 Page 361 of 451 



1926 – The Northern Territory Railway was renamed 

North Australia Railway (NAR). 

1929 - Birdum were completed in 4 September 1929. 

NAA: A66, ALBUM NAA: M1705, Photo 852 



Welcome to Stuart / Alice Springs -  

Railway Station – Alice Springs - NLA 



NAA: A1, 1939/8337 



Commonwealth Railways - Central Australia Railway – 1930s 

NM class engine  hauling The Ghan – Heavitree Gap - NLA 

http://comrails.com/pic_a/img/a_h053.jpg


1933-1935  - The search for a chartered company 

The Australian Worker, vol. 42, 9 Aug 1933 



Aboriginal People of the Northern Territory 

NAA: A263, Photo album 



NAA: A1, 1934/6800 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=7648210


1937 - Darwin Leper station for half-caste females, 
damaged by a cyclone. 

http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=4240080


1939 - John McEwen's New Deal for Aborigines 

Map of the Northern Territory 
showing the various missions that 
accommodated Aboriginal people. 
From Tracking Families NAA. 



NAA: E1683, 1 

Lake Mackay Expedition  1957 



19 February 1942 -  Darwin is bombed by Japanese forces 
for the first time. At least 243 persons are killed. 

Image: Northern Territory Library 



8 ships were sunk 
11 ships damaged 

Neptuna exploding at Darwin wharf  

USS Peary and British Motorist 

Neptuna & wharf burning – Zealandia hit  Images: Australian War Memorial 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiRyar9oZTUAhWGTrwKHV3GA6wQjRwIBw&url=http://www.darwin-ww2.australianwarheroes.com/&psig=AFQjCNFxz2cwoyc7rn5QHAr9ErPLnzv7XQ&ust=1496118158870833
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi8t9njopTUAhULlZQKHYcaBtAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.ktctuc.net/?p%3D13262&psig=AFQjCNE8iR7wY94tBrvs4jw4PFbgmE_pkw&ust=1496118618346879


An aerial view of vessels burning in Darwin Harbour taken by 
the Japanese Task Force during the first raid. 



243 people were known to be have died 

Images: Australian War Memorial 



There was widespread panic and about half of 
Darwin's remaining civilian population fled 

Images: Australian War Memorial 
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https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiV1Y-px5bUAhVGJpQKHaX1BQEQjRwIBw&url=https://mikecoppin.wordpress.com/category/japanese-attack-on-darwin-2/&psig=AFQjCNHayqG27bmtOPIN-w_3JMU4VfOmFA&ust=1496197254221093
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012-02-17/darwin-house-bomb-damage/3836258
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiIw6_hypbUAhUEH5QKHUWPAR4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.ddoughty.com/bombing-darwin.html&psig=AFQjCNHAvxIwQuIwLPQVvumqrOgM46iecQ&ust=1496198169937996


Darwin Post Office  

https://telsoc.org/sites/default/files/images/tja/44-414-3-sp.jpg


NAA: D5576, Volume 1, p.41 

Extract from the diary of the Darwin Post Office  





Darwin Post Office staff and family – first burial site at 
Kahlin Beach. 



Sisters killed in the bombing of Darwin 
 -     Jean and Eileen Mullen 

Source: NT Library 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiI7bO8tJTUAhXFEpQKHfrWBkAQjRwIBw&url=https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page%3Dpv%26GRid%3D116973576&psig=AFQjCNFkM-yxxzl8kkdOf2DlCqjzuA-eBg&ust=1496123472930115


Another  bombing  raid in 1942. 



Darwin – was it 
Australia’s Pearl 
Harbour? 

                          Captain Mitsuo Fuchida 
Commander for air attacks - Pearl Harbor 7 Dec 1941 
                                                  - Darwin on 19 Feb 1942 



Ms Somerville - evacuated 95 Aboriginal children from an 
orphanage on Croker Island in the Arafura Sea to avoid 
Japanese bombing 

Margaret Somerville (rear right) with Children from Croker Island 
(Peter and Sheila Forrest Collection) (Croker Island Exodus) 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CE1eKOMUkxg 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CE1eKOMUkxg


NAA: A7029, 1 

1942 - List of Northern Territory Evacuees  



NAA: A7029, 1 



NAA: A7029, 1 



NAA: A7029, 1 



The second attack 19 Feb 1942 at 11:58am was 
on the Royal Australian Air Force aerodrome – 
Image: AWM. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiFjYWSwpbUAhXJl5QKHaJ9AEgQjRwIBw&url=http://picssr.com/photos/flying_boat_films/interesting?nsid%3D83803724@N00&psig=AFQjCNFoE0W15G37dKJZAu_lLSPkcjPhxQ&ust=1496195429259772


Japanese A6M Zero crash landed on Melville Island.  

Pilot Hajime Toyoshima alias Tadao Minami survived – Image: AWM  



NAA: MP1103/1, PWJA110001,  Photo - AWM 



NAA: MP1103/1, PWJA110001 



1942   March - Northern Territory – placed under Military control 
1943   Sept.    - All women north of Katherine were ordered to leave 

Allied Works Council Hostel – Alice Springs [sign only lasted one week] - SLSA 



Supply lines to Darwin – from Adelaide and Mount Isa 

Images: AWM 

http://rotaryadelaidewest.org/shop/convoys-up-the-track/


Australian Army established a network of farms in the 
Northern Territory during WWII 

Images: AWM 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012-02-15/army-farms-developed-in-the-northern-territory/6170482
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiDla2Cxs_bAhWJsJQKHV8vDtMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://northernterritory.com/articles/the-northern-territory-at-war&psig=AOvVaw2B11JhpvHiLUrMwpzUUkLI&ust=1528941492223781


RAAF men – Northern Territory 

‘We  hope they tell us if the war was to suddenly end, 
we’d like to give this place back to the kangaroos.’ 

Images: SLSA 



After the War – Rebuilding of Darwin 

Image: Darwin 1948 - Robert Miller 



1947 - Northern Territory Legislative Council 

Image:  Northern Territory Library 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjGttmhws3bAhWCmpQKHap-CwEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://press-files.anu.edu.au/downloads/press/n2425/html/ch05.xhtml?referer%3D2425%26page%3D10&psig=AOvVaw1uTk66N1kz5rPDTsxTeeg9&ust=1528872016987387


Paul Hasluck, Minister for Territories 
1951–1963   NAA: A1200, L16892 1950s and 1960s – 

Period of growth 



Northern Territory was to supply Asia with rice……. 

Photos: Ted Kilpatrick Photos: NAA 



1958 - Gold ore crushing battery at the Tennant Creek gold mine 
site - NAA: A1200, L28480 



1966 - Wave Hill Walk-Off or Gurindji strike 

 led by Vincent Lingiari 

IMAGES: NAA 

http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=60184850


Source: NLA 

Striking workers – Wave Hill Station 



22-25 December 1974  

Cyclone Tracy  

Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Papers (1976), 
vol. 3, paper 4, p. 10  



Warnings were issued - but it was Christmas eve… 

http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=11494227


The entire fabric of life in Darwin was 

catastrophically disrupted, the northern 

suburbs were almost completely destroyed. 

http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=11410545
http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=11494226


NAA A6135, K17/1/75/19 

http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=11410082


No where in Darwin escaped damage 

Images: NAA 

http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=11190443
http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=11190446


Darwin was the scene of the biggest airlift in 
Australian history  

NAA: A6180, 7/1/75/54 

http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=11854854


NAA: A6135, K29/1/75/34  

Life after the cyclone… 

http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=11190422




First Legislative Assembly sitting, 19 March 1975 

Source: Northern Territory Library. 



16 August  1975  ---  "Vincent Lingiari, I solemnly hand to you these deeds 
as proof, in Australian law, that these lands belong to the Gurindji people 
and I put into your hands part of the earth itself as a sign that this land 
will be the possession of you and your children forever." 

Photograph – Mervyn Bishop 



From little things big things grow 

Vincent Lingiari and his wife Blanche in 

the 1970s at Wattie Creek. 

Image:  Rob Wesley-Smith Vincent Lingiari beside 

plaque, Wattie Creek 

16 August 1975 

NAA: A8598  

http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=11427271
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjzva7l-NHbAhXCgbwKHbzyCQ0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-09-02/vincent-lingiari-and-his-wife-blanche/7809616&psig=AOvVaw2Wq_BO_Fti5y40ykfCTmbv&ust=1529022931428045


The first Northern Territory Legislative Assembly, 1976 

Image: Northern Territory Library 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj8gs7wxs3bAhUGqJQKHUrnBNsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Members_of_the_Northern_Territory_Legislative_Assembly,_1974%E2%80%931977&psig=AOvVaw1uTk66N1kz5rPDTsxTeeg9&ust=1528872016987387


Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser and Paul Everingham sign documents giving 
self government to the Northern Territory.  NAA: A6180, 29/6/78/40 



The Northern Territory’s flag was 
first raised on 1 July 1978.  



1 July 1978 – Territory Day 

Images: NT Library 



Thank-you for attending this seminar 



Next seminar:    X Files in the Archives – Investigating the UFO files 

  Friday 17th August & Wednesday 22nd August 2018 

NAA: A703, 580/1/1 PART 20 




