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Defence service records - 

Service records can be accessed through 

the National Archives of Australia: 
 

• Some Boer War records 

• WWI service records 

• WWII service records 

•  Post WWII records (Korea, Malaya, 

Vietnam) 

 

 



Boer War Indigenous soldier - William Rossiter who served with the First Qld 

Mounted Infantry contingent. 

Boer / South African War:    11 October 1899 - 31 May 1902 





50 bush trackers would travel to South Africa on the ship Euryalus 



NAA: A8, 1902/25/71 





Aboriginal trackers were mentioned in news reports. 



F King with Regimental Number 70 and E Davis with 

Number 71 were listed under A Company. 

F King -  Black Tracker 



Jack Alick BOND : Boer War Aboriginal Soldier 

Federal contingent before it sailed for South 

Africa in 1902 - Jack Alick bottom right.  







Virginia Wyles - grand-niece of George Madigan, an 

indigenous soldier who was buried in an unmarked grave. 
Picture: Zak Simmonds  





The Defence Act 1909 - prohibits any person not of ‘substantially 

European’ origin from compulsory call-up and militia training. 



First World War  - Recruits for the 9th Battalion Enoggera 

Barracks.  



Private Billy Elsdale, a Tracker from Normanby  



Over 1000 Indigenous Australians  

enlisted for the First World War. 



1914 - Indigenous people 

were not British subjects. 

Private Leonard Charles Lovett, 

a drover - 39th Battalion AIF. 



1914 - many Indigenous Australians enlisted in the armed 

forces and then rejected because of their race or colour. 





Private Douglas Grant - originally rejected because he was too 

Aboriginal, successfully enlisted in the AIF in 1916. 



Douglas Grant and his sister survived a colonial dispersal  





Douglas Grant in prisoner of war uniform  



Robert Bond born at Gayndah joined the AIF 

on 5 July 1917 at Maryborough, Queensland. 



‘Not half-caste. Father half-caste - Mother full blood. 

Bond is very dark and is of aboriginal type’. 



Discharged, 

medically unfit, 

character good. 



Aboriginal soldiers were treated as equals 

probably for the first time in their lives.  



Indigenous soldiers were paid the same amount as their European 

counterparts, and accepted as “one of the boys” by most. 







fellow soldiers “treated 

me [as] good pals 

would.” 





Despite the discrimination many Indigenous 

Australians were keen to enlist and do their best… 



The highest-decorated Aboriginal “digger” was Corporal 

Albert Knight who was born in 1894 at Louth near Bourke.  



Albert Knight received the Distinguished Conduct Medal for his 

actions during the attack on the Hindenburg Line in Sept 1918. 



1917 – Half-castes may be enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force 



Servicemen's wedding at Charlotte Street, Brisbane, 1917 



William Henry Bond  



Andy and his brother William Bond volunteered but only 

Andy serving overseas.  

Andy Bond wears his 

former AIF jacket 

performing in the 

Wallaga Lake Gumleaf 

Band.  





Like some other Boer war 

veterans Jack Alick also 

volunteered for the AIF 

putting his age down by six 

years. 



Frederick Prentice 



Fred Prentice at 

Powell Creek in 

1901  











Stories have been told of 

Indigenous children being 

removed from their mothers 

while their fathers were at war. 

Private Alfred John Henry Lovett 

with his wife Sarah and two sons  



Trooper Horace Thomas Dalton  

When they returned home, 

Aboriginal servicemen 

faced the same amount of 

discrimination or worse 

than before the war. 



2012- Trooper Horace Dalton was given a military service, 56 years 

after his burial in an unmarked grave at the Ipswich Cemetery. 



Private Harry C Murray of the 11th Light 

Horse Regiment  

Aboriginal land was confiscated to be given to ex-servicemen 

as part of the “soldier settlement” scheme. 

Private Harry Murray of the 11th Light Horse Regiment  



Only one Indigenous veteran is known to have been 

allocated land under the Soldier Settlement Act 

George Kennedy 



George Kennedy's grave site - Condobolin Roman Catholic Cemetery  



The story of the Indigenous people who served in the 

First AIF has been largely ignored until now 















Point McLeay Mission - founded in 1859 by the Aborigines' 

Friends Association.   

Point McLeay was re-named Raukkan in 1984 and is in the 

Coorong District of South Australia. 



The residents on the mission contributed and collected 

money for an appropriate memorial to their lost men. 















Connecting Spirits 



Cyril Spurgeon Rigney 





Cyril’s war pension was awarded to his daughter Aileen. 

This was held in trust for her. 







Trooper Frank Fisher 



Frank Fisher’s attestation paper, his 

signature is just a X 



Direction for part pay to go to 

his wife…. 



19 December 1917 - Many Aboriginal men were sent as 

part of the 20th Reinforcements for the 11th Light Horse  



2422 Pte William Bert Brown [Boompa, South Burnett] 

 2423 Pte Frederick Arthur Burnett [Windsor, Brisbane] 

 2424 Pte Edward Collins [Mitchell, South-West Qld] 

 2459 Pte Fred Collins [Mitchell, South-West Queensland] 

 2458 Pte Samuel Cooper [Maclean, NSW] 

 2425 Pte Jack Costello [Winton, Western Queensland] 

 2426 Pte Harry Doyle [Gordonvale, North Queensland] 

 2428 Pte Frank Fisher [Cherbourg, South Burnett] 

 2427 Pte Joe Fitzroy [Mitchell, South-West Queensland] 

 2462 Pte Rupert Franklin Gore Gallaway [Mitchell,  

          South- West Queensland] 

 2429 Pte John Geary [Bundaberg] 

 2460 Pte John Hall [Bundaberg] 

 2430 Pte John Johnston, (Died of wounds, 1 June 1918) 

          [Winton, Western Queensland] 

 2431 Pte Jack Kearns [Mitchell, South-West Queensland] 

 2432 Pte John McKenzie Laurie [Durambah, NSW] 

 2433 Pte James Lingwoodock [Lowmead] 

 

 

 2434 Pte Leonard Lynch [Charleville, South-West Qld] 

 2438 Pte James McBride [Mitchell, South-West Qld] 

 2437 Pte David Molloy [Cairns, North Queensland] 

 2435 Pte Frank Morris [Nebo, Central Queensland] 

 2436 Pte Harry Murray [Mitchell, South-West Queensland] 

 2439 Pte William Nicholld [Yarrabah, North Queensland] 

 2440 Pte Jack Oliffe [Wyandra, South-West Queensland] 

 2443 Pte Charlie Parkes [Mitchell, South-West Qld] 

 2441 Pte Jack Pollard [Cairns, North Queensland] 

 2445 Pte Edward Smith [Mitchell, South-West Queensland] 

 2447 Pte Joe White [Spring Hill, Brisbane] 

 2448 Pte Leslie Thomas Wogas [Murwillumbah, NSW] 

 

Aboriginal stockmen were recruited 

- Australian Light Horse 



Harry Doyle shows his age as 20 





Harry Doyle stands alongside his friend Albert Burke from Mitchell – 

members of the 20th Reinforcement for the 11th Light Horse Regiment. 



NAA: B2455, COLLINS E 

Aboriginal brothers from Mitchell [Gunggari group] joined the Light Horse. 

NAA: B2455, COLLINS F 



George Foster - Gunggari Soldier of WWI 



Service performed by Aboriginal men for the Australia in 

WWI - did not result in recognition. 



June 1921 -  Charles Backman of Biggenden applied for 

repatriation aid  

An Aboriginal having served with the 

A.I.F. does not remove him from the 

care of the State Government and 

the Federal Government is not 

responsible. 



Aborigines who served with the AIF after discharge are still under the 

restrictions of the Aborigines Protection Act (NSW). 



Treatment of Aboriginal Australians worsened after World War I – 

 1937 – Federal and States agree on an official policy of assimilation. 

Queensland – Government and 

Church missions/reserves. 



Most Australians assumed that 

Aborigines were 'a dying race‘. 



WW I veteran Douglas Grant 

sitting on the wall of a water-

fountain with his model of 

the Sydney Harbour Bridge, 

Callan Park. 



1939 - World War II - To serve or not to serve 



At the start of WWII - Indigenous Australians and Torres Strait 

Islanders were allowed to enlist and many did so.  



Indigenous sailors 

on Melville Island  

8 December 1941 - Australia Declares War on Japan 



The Torres Strait Light Infantry Battalion 



One Islander recalled - "when war e come, white and 

black become one people." 



Torres Strait Islander units - the only Indigenous Battalion 

ever to be formed in our nation’s military history 



Sydney, Hyde Park – 2015 
 Yininmadyemi (pronounced yinn-in-madjamee) – Thou didst let fall 



ALBERT EDWARD : Service Number - QX7639 : 

Aboriginal artist Tony Albert  
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National Reference Service 
To lodge a reference inquiry: 

1. Visit the National Archives Website: 

www.naa.gov.au 

2. And go to 1. -- Ask a      2. 

 

 

3.  You can email or write or phone: 
       National Archives of Australia 
  PO Box 7425  
  CANBERRA BC  ACT  2610 

  Phone: 02-6212 3600 

 



The Australian Army officially repealed its discriminatory 

recruiting policy in 1951. 




