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Northern Territory 

 = 1.35 million sq. kms 

 

Evidence of human 

settlement = 50,000 years. 

 

Population = 244,000 



Evolution of British Colonies in Australia 



Evolution of British Colonies in Australia 



Evolution of British Colonies in Australia 

1847 

 



Evolution of British Colonies in Australia 



British Colonies to the Federation of  Australia 



Source: Wikipedia 

Evolution of the Northern Territory 



PORT ESSINGTON - named on 17 April 1818 by Phillip Parker 

King in HMS Mermaid – sketch by PP King. 



1818 – Port Essington, Inner Harbour. 



Failed attempts at white settlement – Northern Territory 

Fort Dundas 

Fort Wellington, Raffles Bay  Victoria 

Escape Cliffs 

(Palmerston) 

Darwin 

Port Essington 



First British settlement – Fort Dundas  

Melville Island 1824-1828 

Sketch of Fort Dundas by J.S. Roe on HMS ship HMS Tamar, 1 November 1824 - 
Battye Library W.A. 



The British Settlement of Fort Dundas, Melville Island 



Fort Dundas 1827 to Port Meville 2017 



Pirlangimpi is two kilometres from the site of the first 

British settlement in northern Australia - Fort Dundas.  



Ruins of Fort Dundas, 1975 – NAA: Series A6180 



The results of the 1975 – survey of Port Dundas 



Site Fort Dundas - today 



Fort Wellington 1827 - 1829 



View of Raffles Bay, with Croker Island in the distance 



http://www.historicalsocietynt.org.au/downloads/CampingFortWellingtonCobourgNTJul08.pdf 

Historical Society NT – Trip to Fort Wellington July 2008 



Victoria Settlement - Port Essington   1838 - 1850 



1840 - New Victoria 
Lithographe from Voyage au Pôle Sud et en Océanie by Jules Dumont d'Urville 



Port Essington – Surveyed 

by Mr Charles J. Tyers of 

the HMS Alligator 1839 



Site of Victoria 

Settlement 

Site of first landing – 

Record Point. 



November 1839 -  a cyclone brought ashore the HMS Pelorus 







Historial – Site of Victoria settlement at Port Essington, 

Cobourg Peninsula -  NAA: Series  A6135 



ESCAPE CLIFFS - South Australia's Northern Capital 



1839 - The sketch of Escape Cliffs by Lewis Roper Fitzmaurice.  







6 May 1865 – Seven men took three months to sail from 

Escape Cliffs to Fremantle, Western Australia. 



Some of the first photographic images of the Northern Territory are of 

Escape Cliffs, Palmerston – taken in 1864 by Arthur Hamilton. 



Crossing a continent – John McDouall Stuart, 1862 

NAA: A1200, L33808  



Charles Todd – South Australian  

Superintendent of Telegraphs.  





Fort Hill – Port Darwin on Darwin harbour. 

Images, State Library of South Australia 



1869 - George Woodroofe Goyder’s Survey Party  



Fort Hill – first European burial site in Darwin  



Goyder was sent by the government of South Australia,  

to lay out the street plans for a capital to be named 

Palmerston. 



George Woodroffe Goyder 



Gulnare at Southport, Port Darwin  



NAA: A6128, NTR113 



NAA: A6128 



Goyder and his team surveyed 

the township of  Daly. 



On 1 January, 1870 - 60 men, women and children 

stepped ashore in Port Darwin, at Fort Hill. 



William Bloomfield DOUGLAS - Government Resident 

in the Northern Territory - 1870-1873 



Sept. 1870 - Planting the first telegraph 

pole, near Palmerston. 



Charles Todd - appointed head of Overland Telegraph Line project. 



1871 – Roper River cable ships   NAA: C5487, PH/0212    



Roper River is navigable 

for 145 km. 





Upper Roper now called Roper Bar 



Laying the line 1870 – 1872 

Roper River Jetty 



1872 - Roper River camp, Northern Territory 



7 November 1871 - Bringing the telegraph cable 

ashore from the ship Hibernia at Darwin. 





Undersea Cables 1871 & 1879 – today at Cable Beach 



1872 - The first telegraph station at Palmerston, NT – 
NAA: A1200, L26070 



22 August 1872 - Overland Telegraph was completed when the lines 

were joined at Frews Ironstone Ponds [between Daly Waters & Newcastle Waters] 



1872 - Alice Springs and the MacDonnell Ranges 



1871 -  Alice Springs – Mparntwe was significant place 

for the Arrernte people. 



Alice Springs Telegraph Station - 2016 



1887 – Gold discovered at Arltunga - 100km east of Alice Springs 

1888 – Town of Stuart surveyed - 3km from Alice Springs 



The Overland Telegraph Line – created 

employment and settlements. 



1874 - Barrow Creek Station attacks 



Powells Creek 

Tennant Creek 

Alice Springs 



Lease #1 - issued to Andrew Tennant 

and John & Robert Love on 1 April 

1872 for a property near Alice Springs 





NAA: E1652, 1871/41  







The Hundred of Bagot is the cadastral 

survey unit for the city of Darwin. 





Thomas McIlwraith applied for 10 lots of 100 miles along the Queensland Border 

Alexandria Station 1894 



The port area of Darwin had two hills and the two 

existing city wharves are named after those hills. 

Image: G. Cope 



1889 - The first jetty and railway line 



Stokes Hill Wharf – Darwin harbour 

‘Sandfly’ 



1904 - The Stokes Hill wharf was timber replaced by 

metal piers and became known as the Town Wharf  



Stokes Hill Wharf 

Stokes Hill 

Fort Hill Wharf 

Darwin City wharves - 2017 

http://www.holidaycentre.com/getaways/46-cruise-ship-season-begins


July 1887 - The first engine of the first Northern Territory 

railway was named Port Darwin 



Palmerston and Pine Creek Line opened 30 September 1889 



Palmerston Railway Station and yards looking towards the harbour. Circa 1890 

Northern Territory Railway – Palmerston Railway Station 1895 



Asian Labour was used to build the most northern 

railway in Australia: 

Singhalese & Indian gangs did the grubbing and 

earthwork then 3,000 Chinese labourers laid over 

1 km of track per day. A total of 310 bridges and 

culverts were built. 

 

Images: NAA: E752 



1891 – Palmerston view from Fort Hill 



1891 



Cavenagh Street in Port Darwin's Chinatown  

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiRzoWdsYfSAhUBvLwKHTZ8BdkQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/463378249142906623/&bvm=bv.146786187,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNFBV1Fo1sqi-M7dA-i5pE6FRc193A&ust=1486879786903982


Sue Wah Chin building – the only 19th Century 

Chinese heritage building in Darwin. 



1890 Leper Station on Mud Island  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjsj6iiyoTSAhWImpQKHRhWA8wQjRwIBw&url=http://www.pastmasters.net/channel-is-centenary---quarantine-to-lazarette.html&psig=AFQjCNGghLfwi17WjHlcMWvKk0lHSd6EdQ&ust=1486783489522984


Mud Island Leper Station    1889 -1931 

Goat Island Leper Station     1884 - 1889 

Channel Island Quarantine Station 1914 - 1931 

Channel Island Leprosarium           1931 - 1955 

East Arm Quarantine Station           1931 - 1951 

East Arm Leprosarium                     1955 - 1982 

Quarantine & Leprosariums (Lazarettes) 



Site of the Quarantine & Leprosariums (Lazarettes) in 

the Darwin area. 



1891 Census: 





1897 – Palmerston destroyed by a cyclone called ‘The Great Hurricane’ 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjEkeWwv4TSAhVJGZQKHU2lBAkQjRwIBw&url=https://www.emknowledge.org.au/resource/4336&psig=AFQjCNEgcl7kcmLSuU2DF2niu64RDw26gA&ust=1486780459476137
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwju44KawITSAhUHJpQKHWcDDKYQjRwIBw&url=https://www.emknowledge.org.au/resource/4374&psig=AFQjCNEgcl7kcmLSuU2DF2niu64RDw26gA&ust=1486780459476137


1 January 1911 – Transfer of the Northern Territory of South Australia to the 

Commonwealth Government of Australia – 

 Palmerston was officially renamed Darwin. 



1911 Aboriginals Ordinance (Commonwealth) 
The Chief Protector could take any Aboriginal person into custody. 



1911 – Aboriginal people lived in camps on the fringes of towns, or outside of 

properties or in remote parts of the territory including the desert. 



The Residency to Government House.  



1910 – 1912     Samuel James Mitchell - Government 

Resident of the Northern Territory 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Samuel_James_Mitchell_2.jpeg


1912 – Commonwealth Government 

sends a Parliamentary Party to 

report on the Northern Territory. 



1912 – The new Administrator 

- Dr John Gilruth and family. 



1912 - The Minister for External Affairs Josiah Thomas, 

Sir Walter Barttlot, and Dr. Gilruth [left to right] 



1912 – Commonwealth Parliamentary Party on the 

‘road’ to Katherine. 



1914 - Premises in Darwin condemned by the 

Public Health Board. Chinese hovels.  



1914 -  Vestey Brothers built a meat processing works at 

Bullocky Point, Darwin. 



1915 – Northern Territory hotels were nationalised by 

the Federal Government.  



1917 – The Northern Territory Railway reached Katherine re route to Alice 

Springs and Adelaide.. 

Image: NT Library 



17 Dec 1918 - The Darwin Rebellion 

 Political unrest run by the   Australian Workers' Union seeking: 

1. Removal of the Administrator Gilruth  

2. Political representation. 



17 Dec 1918 - Front of the protest march was a car, with an effigy of Gilruth 





DARWIN --  Liberty Square commemorates: 

• The site of the civil unrest demonstration of 1918. 

• Commemorates the Territory`s battle for self rule and full 

admission to the federation of Australia 



The story will be  continued….. 

http://744029112747241951.weebly.com/bombing-of-darwin.html
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjh08u-vZHSAhWEbbwKHf4KD3kQjRwIBw&url=http://www.defenceofdarwin.nt.gov.au/index.php?id%3D7&bvm=bv.146786187,d.dGo&psig=AFQjCNFnN8X-4DTU-hoVCrN2AJyozlh5Kg&ust=1487226131582964


You can search 

the collection 

on line.. 



Access the database called - RecordSearch: 



Thank you for attending today – now don’t do this at home! 

https://telsoc.org/sites/default/files/images/tja/44-415-3-sp.jpg



